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Minutes 
 

Present: Justin Adams, Treasurer; Rob Bentley, Festival Coordinator/Media Coordinator; Peggy 
Biller, Festival Coordinator; Kurt Clague, Past President; Walt Crider, Legislative Action 
Prepresentative; David Green, Band Representative; Sandy Headrick (substitute for Joe Lizama), Jazz 
Representative; Kathi Hernandez, Tulare/Kings County Representative; Amanda Isaac, Kern County 
Representative; Erik Leung, Higher Ed Representative; Emily Mason, General Music Representative; 
Steve McKeithen, 1st Vice President; Marco Mellone, Fresno/Madera Counties Representative; Tony 
Mowrer, Secretary; Leo Sakomoto, 2nd Vice President; Bill Wilkinson, President; Rodney Yokota, 
Orchestra Representative 
 
Guests: Heidi and Ron Franklin, Retiree; Elizabeth Robertson, Fresno County Office of Ed 

 
1.0 Call to Order  6:28PM 
 
2.0 Introduction of guests   
 

Heidi (Retiree) and Ron Franklin and Elizabeth Robertson were introduced by President 
Wilkinson. Heidi Franklin was honored by the Central Section Board for her years of service to 
Music Education in the Central Valley. Elizabeth Robertson gave a presentation regarding Tri-M. 

  
3.0 Consent Agenda 

3.1. Approve Agenda   
   Moved: Amanda Isaac                    Seconded: Kathi Hernandez 
   Passed 

  
3.2. Approve August meeting minutes  

 
  Moved:  Rob Bentley                       Seconded: Kirk Clague 
  Passed     
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4.0 Board Reports 

4.1. Treasurer   
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4.2. Festival Coordinator-South  Biller 
 

Most judges for Spring 2018 have been secured. 
 
An updated certificate is available for review. Suggestions were made for minor 
improvements.  Proposed Certificate is included with these Minutes. 

 
4.3. Festival Coordinator-North  Bentley 

 
This is a slower time but Festivals are filling up with most judges contracted.  
 
Fresno Solo/Ensemble dated is moving to Feb 3. 
 
Tulare Festival Date move is being worked with. 
 
New medals and plaques will be ordered in time for the Festival season. 

 
4.4. Grace Notes  Sakomoto 

 
Leo has received some submissions for the publication but still needs a few. 
October 23 (30) is the absolute deadline for this issue. 

  
4.5. Website   Bentley 

 
The website is working well with electronic Festival registrations. If you have changes that are 
needed for Bios, contact Rob Bentley. 
 

4.6. President  Wilkinson 
 

Over the course of this past month I had the pleasure of visiting our three Central Section MEAs, 
presenting retirement awards, and preparing state award nominations. Each of these activities gave me 
a sense of gratification and fulfillment. It was great to see how each MEA uniquely convened – 
Fresno/Madera board first meeting in a closed session, then offering a free taco truck dinner to its 
members followed by a detailed honor group meeting. Then Tulare/Kings offering a free dinner in an 
intimate setting; much like we’re in tonight - having an all in one general membership meeting and 
board meeting – seeing more and more general music teachers attending. And finally, Kern County 
offering its fantastic annual Fall Conference - combining a general membership meeting, key note 
speaker and various in-service sessions. 
 
It occurred to me that it’s the local MEAs that are carrying forward the Central Section mission of 
empowering educators to inspire all students through music education. These are the boots on the 
ground doing the heavy lifting of envisioning, planning and executing opportunities for their 
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membership. It was very gratifying to see these boards working very hard to give our members 
opportunities to grow as music educators to better reach our lowest achieving students and plan for 
honor festivals to give our most outstanding students a platform to excel further. I believe Central 
Section is best suited to support our local MEAs with their efforts by providing financial resources if 
needed and being a clearinghouse of information for them to utilize. 
 
From seeing more general music teachers in attendance at the MEA meetings and a couple of 
conversations I’ve recently had I foresee more of our MEAs wanting to go beyond honor groups and 
follow KCMEA’s lead of providing in-service opportunities for their members – they will turn to 
Central Section for help and I want Central Section to be prepared when they do. 
 
More than just assisting financially, Central Section has outstanding representatives that are here to 
serve their discipline areas and be an asset to MEAs if and when needed. I’m encouraging/suggesting 
each of our representatives to reach out to their constituents to build a dialogue and discover what their 
professional needs may be. It’s as simple as creating a form email and utilizing the CMEA 
Membership List to send an email out to teachers in your area of discipline (as always, bcc your 
recipients to maintain privacy). I would ask that you do this by October 30. 
 
I’m very pleased with our newly established retiree recognition. I believe we are currently the only 
section doing such – but it wouldn’t surprise me to see others following our lead. In a profession where 
many teachers leave after their first five years, these people went the distance and dedicated a good 
portion of their life for the betterment of our students. As our goal as an organization is to inspire 
students, I’m deeply inspired by the dedication and diligence of our retirees. Because we began this 
campaign late into last school year we were not able to honor each of our retirees before the school 
year ended. With the help of our local MEAs and representatives I would like to identify our 2018 by 
early spring so we can honor them in a timely manner. Please contact me as soon as you know of 
retirees as I’m building our database. 
 
Lastly, in response to CMEA’s request to submit state award nominees Central Section lead the way 
with 28 nominations. I was informed that Central Section had the most nominations of any section in 
our state! I would like to thank each of you that sent nominations to me to be submitted. I will keep 
you posted as winners are announced in the coming months – good luck to our nominees – it gave me 
great joy to prepare their nominations! 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Bill Wilkinson 

 
Bill also mentioned the approval form that allows members to have access to the Central Section list 
and to email targeted emails. 
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4.7. 1st Vice President  McKeithen 
 

The movement of Solo/Ensemble date is a significant one. We hope the change will be a good 
one. 
 
When The Solo/Ensemble Festival moved from Fresno State, a number of studio teachers 
dropped out of the competition with their students. There was discussion of how to draw these 
back in. 

 
4.8. Representatives: 

 
4.8.1. Band  Green 
As we are beginning the, “Heavy Season” of marching band competitions, CMEA Central 
Section bands are doing well. This past weekend several bands competed in WBA sponsored 
show in Madera and early scores look strong for Central Section groups. In addition, the Tulare 
Band Review was this past weekend and the feedback from several judges was very positive 
regarding the quality of the groups. This following weekend on Oct. 14th really begins the 
heavy push for lots of Central section groups as they will be competing in a variety of different 
band shows that are adjudicated by either WBA, SCSBOA, or by independent judges. 
 
There were numerous Central Section band directors who enjoyed the KCMEA “Fall 
Conference” on September 16th. Conference attenders got to hear clinics given by Dan Bryan, 
Lisa McKim, and Gary Hill as well as keynote sessions delivered by Lori Marie Ramos. Band 
directors who also teach strings had access to sessions given by Dr. Thomas Lowenheim of 
CSU, Fresno. 
 
Band directors in the central section have been reached out to in regards to representation and 
have been encouraged to email/call me with questions, comments, or important pieces of 
information to share to the Central Section Board via myself. 

4.8.2. Choral  Carrillo 
 
Proposal 
Does central section have an award program that sponsors “new” music teachers in the 
area to attend CASMEC? If not, is that a possibility? 
 
EXAMPLE 
This award will be presented to two aspiring music educators who are members of CMEA to 
support their attendance at the 2018 CASMEC in San Jose to assist them in their professional 
development as a choral musician. 
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Choral music teachers in their first seven (7) years of full-time pre-collegiate teaching will be 
eligible. Applicants must submit an online application attaching a one-page letter stating the 
applicant's goals in attending the conference and two letters of recommendation (one 
professional and one personal). 
 
 
Recipients of the award will submit a report to CMEA Central Section within six months 
following the receipt of the award. Recipient reports will be published in the CMEA Central 
Section newsletter. Two awards will be given of up to $750.00 total each to for registration, 
transportation, and lodging. 

 
Motion: Kirk Clague---Moved that the Central Section allocate 3-$750 grants for teachers of 5 
years or less, who apply, to attend CASMEC---the 1st time attendee as a professional teacher. 
The Board entrusts Mel Carrillo, a Mentor, and Executive Board to develop materials, collect 
applications, and award the grants. 
 
Second: Peggy Biller 
 
Passed 
 
2018 Western Division ACDA 
Conference 
March 14-17, 2018 
Pasadena, CA 
Registration Online Now 
www.acdawestern.org 
 
CASMEC 
San Jose, CA 
February 15-18, 2018 
www.casmec.org 
 
HONOR CHOIRS 
2018 ACDA Western Division Honor Choir 
Online Audition sit currently open 
Youth Treble Honor Choir SSA(6-9): Junior High Honor Choir SATB (7-9) 
High School SATB (10-12) 
Auditions close October 13 at Midnight 
http://acdawestern.org/honor.html 
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Junior High All State Honor Choir 
Event will be held in conjunction with CASMEC 
February 15-18, 2018 
San Jose, CA 
Auditons close October 15th at Midnight 
www.calcda.org 
 
FESTIVALS 
2nd Annual Bakersfield Women’s Choral Festival 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Bakersfield, CA 
Registration due October 25th 
https://goo.gl/forms/PwhRnQ8tE0ilQvL62 
 
Don’t forget to register early for CMEA Festivals 
www.cmeacentral.org/large-group-festivals 

 
4.8.3. General Music  Mason 

 
Some new workshops have gone on the website. Encourage people to communicate with Dr. 
Mason so she can provide meaningful information. 

 
4.8.4. Orchestra  Yokota 
Cello Festival last week at Fresno State---annual event 

 
CODA results---more than 40 CV people made honor groups 

 
4.8.5. Jazz  Lizama 

 
Nothing to report 
Nov 13 JCO Concert 

 
4.8.6. Higher Ed  Leung 

 
FPU/Bakersfield NAfME is developing and becoming more active. 

 
4.8.7. Legislative Action                   Crider     

 
Legislative year has ended. 
Referred Board to article regarding retiree benefits and the cost to the state. 
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4.8.8. Mentorship                       Wilkinson 
 

Mike Hipp is movng to SD and will be stepping out of his Mentor role. A new Mentor 
Representative will be sought. 

 
4.8.9. FMCMEA  Mellone 
 

FMCMEA had their fall general meeting on September 13th, 2017, held in the Paul 
Shaghoian Concert Hall at Clovis North High School. All music educators and college 
students present received free membership for their attendance. After the 
conclusion of the general meeting, the present membership went into smaller sub 
categories (band, orchestra, choir, general music) to meet with their 
representatives. 
 
FMCMEA is currently working on professional development opportunities for its 
membership to coincide with honor ensemble auditions. Last year, composer John 
Mackey was brought in to not only clinic each honor band ensemble, but provide a 
question and answer session interview with Dr. Travis Cross for directors and 
students. The FMCMEA Board is looking into continuing this and expanding to bring 
in prominent figures for also orchestra, jazz, and choir. 
 
We are looking into expanding and start including college students into the area. We 
are reaching out to the student organizations at Fresno Pacific University (MESA) 
and Fresno State (KKPsi, TBS, PMA, SAI). Students will hopefully get involved with 
honor ensemble auditions. 
 
Honor Band 
Conductors 
High School Honor Band- Dr. James Smart, University of Montana 
Intermediate Honor Band- Dr. Erik Leung, Fresno Pacific University 
Auditions and First Rehearsal-December 9 
Rehearsal- January 12 
Rehearsal and Concert- January 13 
 
Honor Orchestra 
Conductors 
Elementary- Janet Grizzel, Visalia Unified 
Intermediate - John Burn, Homestead High School 
High School - Dr. Nicolas Waldvogel, University of the Pacific 
Auditions and First Rehearsal- December 9 
Rehearsal -January 12 
Rehearsal and Concert- January 13 
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Honor Choir 
Conductors 
Middle School Boys Choir Director – Dan Bishop 
Middle School Girls Choir Director – Tonya Florer 
High School Director – Julie Dana 
Dates: February 3, 9, 10 

 
4.8.10. TKMEA  Hernandez 

 
TKMEA had a great kick off meeting and dinner at Rosa's Italian restaurant. We 
have a new Vice President, Calvin Carr, Pixley Middle School, and a new 
Treasurer Andy Taylor, Hanford West HS. 
 
Guest Conductors for Honor Band are HS- Shannon Kitelinger, SDSU and MS Lisa 
Butts, Retired, Hanford West HS. 
 
Honor choir directors will be MS-Mark Lanford, Retired, Clovis and HS- Travis 
Rogers, retired, Napa Valley HS. 
 
We had 5 teachers attend the KCMEA Fall conference. 
 
John Sorber, COS Choral director hosted Real Men Sing for both HS and MS. 
 
Eric Farrenkopf, Alpine Vista MS, hosted the Tulare Band review over the 
weekend. It was well attended and very well supported by the community of 
Tulare. 
 
Visalia Unified School District hosted their Band Showcase last week. 
 
Michael Tackett, Director of Bands at COS is hosting the Marine Jazz Orchestra 
on Monday, October 9. 
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4.8.11. KCMEA  Isaac 

Ø Membership	is	ongoing	and	growing		
Ø Fall	Conference:	huge	success!		

o Thank	you	to	those	who	attended	or	sent/supported	members	of	their	MEA		
o Central	Section’s	contingency	funds	went	to	the	airfare	and	hotel	costs	for	 	 	 	 	

Amy	Abbott,	General	Music	presenter	from	Colorado.		

o Beyond	that	expense,	we	nearly	broke	even!		

o Looking	forward	to	applying	lessons	learned	to	this	event	next	year!		

Ø Private	Lesson	Scholarship	Auditions	this	week		
Ø Balanced	financial	books		
Ø Honor	Groups	are	in	preparatory	stages		
Ø New	website	is	working	well	and	we’re	still	tweaking	things		
Ø Social	events		

o Holiday	dinner	in	November		
Ø Winter/Spring	Professional	Development	Opportunities		

o Planning	stages		

Ø Festival	prep	underway		
Ø Looking	forward	to	CASMEC	in	February		

 
4.8.12. Merced                                  Vasquez 

 
Report: 
All Merced area schools on in fall band season performances. Most of our schools compete in 
parade only events sanctioned by the Northern California Band Association and some other 
independent parades. GoldenValley will host the 58th Annual Central California Band Review 
on November 11 for parade, jazz, and fieldbands. 47 schools attended the event last year and 
we are hoping to grow to 50 bands in the future. Pleaseconsider bringing your bands to this 
event in the future. 
 
Dates for consideration: 
 
4/20/2018 
CMEA Jazz festival hosted by Golden Valley High School, Mike Vasquez 
 
3/16/18 
CMEA Concert Festival at Golden Valley High School hosted by Merced High School, Jon 
Schmid. 
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Thank you Central Section CMEA for reaching out and supporting the North Valley! 
Mike Vasquez 

 
5.0 New Business    

5.1. Central Section Handbook Revision/Updates Wilkinson/Biller 
Handbook was sent to Board. Everyone is to look at this and prepare updates. 

 
5.2. Central Section Retiree Presentation                                                              Wilkinson 

Heidi Franklin 
 

5.3. Tri M        Robertson 
Elizabeth Robertson---FCOE 
TriM is about servant-leadership, starting in the 7th grade 
Recognizes students for musicianship as well as academic leadership 
Each year, each TriM chapter becomes involved in a community project 
$100/year/chapter to join 
https://www.musichonors.com/ 

 
5.4. Central Section Collegiate Conference  Leung 

 
Erik Leung proposed that a Collegiate Conference be held at Fresno Pacific University during              
the spring 2018 semester. He requested seed money to hold the Conference. 
 
Motion: $820 Amanda Isaac/amended to $1000  Seconded: Kirk Clague 
Passed 
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5.5. Central Section Strategic Plan                                                                                Clague 
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5.6. Central Section Outstanding Music Educator Board 
 

Nominees included Amanda Isaac from KCMEA and Kirk Clague from TKMEA. The Board 
voted for one of these two with Amanda Isaac receiving the award from the Central Section 
and being nominated to the state. 
 
KCMEA Nominee for CMEA Central Section Outstanding Educator 
 
Amanda Isaac currently directs twelve choral groups between 5th through 8th 

grades, four of which are at the junior high, and teaches 2nd and 3rd grade 
classroom music at two of the four elementary schools in the Norris School 
District in Bakersfield. Her junior high choirs consistently earn superiors or 
higher at festivals in both performance and sight-reading and students regularly 
participate in county, all-state, division, and national honor choirs. After earning 
a BA and MA in Music from California State University Chico, Mrs. Isaac 
furthered her professional studies by completing her Kodály Certification from 
McNeese State University. Mrs. Isaac has presented at both regional and state 
conferences for multiple organizations, including CASMEC twice and will be 
co-presenting again in 2018. She has guest conducted honor choirs in 
Bakersfield and Modesto. In 2016 she joined the faculty of the Colorado Kodály 
Institute where she teaches the Level 3 Pedagogy and Folk Song Analysis 
courses. A self-described “cheerleader” for the CSUB Kodály Institute, 
which began in 2017, she encourages and mentors educators across the musical 
spectrum. Named the Kern County Music Educators Association’s Choral 
Educator of the Year in 2013 and General Music Educator of the Year in 2017, 
Mrs. Isaac is currently serving her second term as the organization’s President 
and its representative on the CMEA Central Section board. She also chairs the 
Kern County CMEA Choral Ratings Festival, the California All-State Middle 
School Honor Choir and holds active memberships in the California Music 
Educators Association, American Choral Directors Association, and 
Organization of American Kodaly Educators. 
 
Kirk Clague---TKMEA 
 
And the winner is: Amanda Isaac 
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5.7. Other  Board 
 

CASMEC funding for student CMEA 
 
Kirk Clague moved that we allocate up to $2,000 to reimburse registration fees for Student 
members of CMEA. 
Seconded: Amanda Isaac 
Passed 

  
6.0 Announcements from the floor 
              None 
   
7.0 Future Meetings:   

7.1. Jan. 22, 2018; June 5, 2018 
 
8.0 Adjournment---8:43PM 
 
Motion: Kirk Clague 
Second: Amanda Isaac 
Passed 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tony Mowrer, Secretary 
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